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community. It stings that various entities of local government appear to favor this
establishment over residents that work hard, play by the rules and want the
quiet enjoyment of our homes. Are we just suckers?

There has been this convenient narrative that these are just a few difficult
people. That my husband and | are old fogies and NIMBYS. This narrative
makes it easier to disregard the problem. But my husband and | have raised our
family in our home since 1997, and never had an issue with any of the
commercial sites on Hayes Road. I've never had any issues brought forth to the
Town. Furthermore, some neighbors have come tonight in support, but the
intimidation from the bar to us and one other household has had an effect. The
fact that others are reluctant to speak up for fear of retaliation should bother
everyone here. It should bother everyone of good conscience. '

We began this year with new leadership, and that leadership reinstated citizen
‘comment, and | thank Supervisor Rode for doing so. As unpleasant as it may
be, it seems fundamental to.a democracy that citizens have the opportunity to
bring their issues in a public, documented forum. | come to the Board, again, to
ask for advocacy, and with the expectation that the Town will enforce its own
code. Bad actors act in bad faith, repeatedly, and are only controlled with
consequences and enforcement. Without these, a government fails ina

- fundamental duty to protect its citizens from bad actors and the social contract
that binds a community to live together in safety crumbles. We deserve better.
We deserve to be the priority. We are not going anywhere.



